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PERTH MAJOR SPORTS STADIUM — BURSWOOD — DELEGATION VISITS 

Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [12.09 pm]: Mr Speaker, in June 2011 

the Premier announced that a new major stadium would be built on the Burswood peninsula. The Premier also 

announced that a comprehensive planning process would ensue over the following 12 months to ensure that we 

deliver the best possible stadium experience for fans, sports, media and the whole Western Australian 

community. As part of that planning process, I led a delegation of eight to the United Kingdom and the United 

States in December last year to look at examples of world’s best practice in stadia design and construction. The 

delegation consisted of Mr John McGrath, parliamentary secretary to the Premier, Mr Ron Alexander from the 

Department of Sport and Recreation —  

Point of Order 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is conventional during brief ministerial statements to listen in reasonable silence. Not 

only is the minister being interrupted but he is also being heckled through his statement. He only has three 

minutes.  

The SPEAKER: I know the members who are interjecting. I would repeat the comment I made in this place 

yesterday: if you expect to be heard in silence when you are making a speech, please show that respect to others 

in this place. The Premier is absolutely right in the point of order he makes.  

Statement Resumed 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: The delegation consisted of Mr John McGrath, parliamentary secretary to the Premier; 

Mr Ron Alexander, the Director General of the Department of Sport and Recreation; Mr Ronnie Hurst, stadium 

project director; and Mr Michael Cutler, my chief of staff. Also accompanying us were Mr Geoff Glass from the 

West Australian Football Commission and Mr Deane Pieters from the West Coast Eagles Football Club. From 

the Fremantle Dockers Football Club, Mr Gary Walton joined us on the United Kingdom component and 

Mr Scott Gooch on the US component. Over eight days, the delegation visited 11 different stadiums. All 

provided valuable insights into the Burswood stadium planning phase. The stadiums visited included Millennium 

Stadium, Cardiff; the London Olympic venues; Twickenham Stadium; Emirates Stadium, where Arsenal play; 

Wembley Stadium; O2 Arena; MetLife Stadium, New Jersey; Yankee Stadium; Reliant Stadium; and Dallas 

Cowboys Stadium.  

It was evident that modern stadia have changed significantly. All stadium operators were acutely attuned to the 

need to create the optimum fan experience via comfort, amenity, entertainment and service. The stadium 

experience is now as much about the game itself as it is about what patrons do before and after, how they get 

there, and what they do during the game. We saw great examples of stadium precincts designed to attract 

families, entertainment environments where people can relax and enjoy ancillary activities, and corporate areas 

that provide exciting and varied entertainment opportunities.  

Technology is a huge factor in creating the modern fan experience. In a market in which big screen televisions 

are becoming the norm at home, it is imperative that fans be provided with visual stimuli to ensure an optimum 

experience. Large screen TVs saturating the stadium, enormous replay screens, digital advertising space, stadium 

lighting in team colours, wireless technology linked to smartphones and other technological initiatives were all 

prevalent in the stadia we visited. In all stadia, a key message was to ensure that our own design was flexible 

enough to adapt to whatever new technologies or fan experiences become available. I have learnt that things can 

change quickly in stadium design over 10 years. The pace of change will only quicken as we move towards our 

own development. A stadium design that allows us to move with this rapid change will be both culturally and 

economically successful. 

I acknowledge the contribution made by members of the delegation. I believe the combination of government 

and sporting representatives is an important factor to ensure the needs and desires of all parties is well 

represented in the delivery of this world-class stadium. I also acknowledge the much-appreciated assistance 

of all the stadium operators and architects who accompanied us on each stadium tour. The opportunity to 

personally see and hear their intimate knowledge and experience, and application to our own development, was 

invaluable.  

A report has been compiled for the major stadium steering committee by trip delegate Ronnie Hurst. I table a 

copy of that report.  

[See paper 4452.] 

 


